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Dear EUB Heritage members and friends, 


I t is with sadness that we announce the 
death of Dr. Robert L. Frey, the editor of 
the Telescope-Messenger. Dr. Frey was born 
on August 28, 1938 and passed into eternal 
life on June 28, 2018. He has served as our 
editor for the past eighteen years. His 
knowledge and work on the Evangelical 
United Brethren tradition will be greatly 
missed. A fuller detail of his life is included 
in this issue in his honor. 

It is our earnest desire to continue the 
work of the Telescope-Messenger. Future 
issues will be published at a later date. 
Details on this will be handled by the 
executive committee of the Center for EUB 
Heritage. We encourage continued 
submissions of articles on EUB 
denominational history and _ original 
materials to Dr. Luther Oconer, director of 
the EUB Center, or Dr. Sarah Blair, librarian 
of the United Theological Seminary Library. 

Any monetary contributions in Dr. 
Frey’s memory should be directed to the 
EUB Heritage Center Endowment Fund, 
United Theological Seminary, 4501 
Denlinger Road, Dayton, OH 45426. 


In the name of our risen Savior, 


The Executive Committee 


Remembering Bob Frey 
Compiled by 
Harold M. Stockman 


D r. Robert L. Frey, son of the late Rev. Dr. 
George and Romaine Frey, was born in 


York, Pennsylvania and lived in the state until 
his father and other faculty moved from the 
Evangelical Seminary at Albright College to 
United Theological Seminary in Dayton, Ohio in 
1954. He was at the end of his high school 
sophomore year and graduated from Fairview 
High School in Dayton View in 1956. Bob 
received a Bachelor of Arts degree from the 


University of Indianapolis in 1960. He received 
a Master of Arts degree from Pennsylvania State 
University in 1962. He received a Doctor of 
Philosophy degree in economic history from the 
University of Minnesota in 1970. Over a forty- 
year career in college teaching and 
administration, he taught history at Penn State, 
Shenandoah University (Virginia), University of 
Minnesota, and Lynchburg College (Virginia), 
as well as a few courses for United Theological 
Seminary. He was Dean of Wilmington College 
(Ohio) and Vice President for Academic Life at 
the University of Charleston (West Virginia). In 
these positions, his strengths were curriculum 
development, faculty governance, and ensuring 
academic success. 

A devoted and loving husband, father, 
grandfather, and brother, Bob was preceded in 
death by his beloved wife Patricia (June 14, 
2016), and is survived by sister Connie (John) 
Schaefer of Sarasota, Florida, daughter Dr. 
Brenda Kraner of Centerville, Ohio, and four 
grandchildren: Courtney Ann, Kyle Robert, 
Kennedy Elizabeth, and Christian Todd Kraner, 
each of whom Robert loved with a heartfelt 
passion. He spent much time with his 
grandchildren and attended their activities 
faithfully. 

Bob met his wife Pat at Shenandoah 
University (Virginia), an Evangelical United 
Brethren (EUB) College, when she was 
appointed to a position to the school. Bob liked 
to tell that the president of Shenandoah met him 
and informed Bob that he had just hired Bob’s 
wife for the school. Bob replied, “But I’m not 
dating anyone!” The answer from the President 
was, “You'll see, you’ll see!” Less than a month 
later, new members of the faculty and 
administration were being introduced and Bob 
heard the name of Pat Smith being given. He 
looked over at the President and saw him 
smiling broadly and shaking his head, “Yes.” 


Before long, Bob asked Pat for a date, they 
became interested in one another, and Bob had 
many other courting experienced he relayed 
about their growing relationship, including when 
he asked Pat to marry him—after he had spoken 
with her parents first. He told Pat about this, 
and she replied, “Well, are you going to ask 
ME?” Bob did. Pat’s response was, “Well, 
before I say “yes,” I have to ask your mother.” 
Such was their humor with one another. 

During Bob’s professional career, he 
authored, co-authored, or edited eight books, 
numerous articles, and made many presentations 
to a variety of groups. His major interest was in 
railroads, and he co-authored a five-volume 
history set of the Northern Pacific Railroad, its 
locations, personnel, financial records, and 
locomotives. He also had an extensive model 
railroad constructed in the basement of his 
home. His doctoral dissertation was on the 
Northern Pacific Railroad, and the head of the 
railroad gave Bob a railroad pass to ride on any 
train, including in the locomotive, and search the 
records and talk with personnel anywhere along 
the line. Faculty advisors were at a loss to know 
how to ask great questions about a railroad and 
passed his doctrinal project without any 
objection, a fact Bob enjoyed telling and 
laughing about. 

After retirement, Bob became interested in 
researching and promoting the history of the 
EUB Church, his father and grandfather and 
other relatives played a large role in the 
Evangelical Church and the EUB Church. He 
served for many years as Secretary of the 
Advisory Council of the Center for EUB 
Heritage at United Theological Seminary and 
edited the historical publication Telescope- 
Messenger. 

He was a member of St. James United 
Methodist Church in Miamisburg, active in his 
local church in lay preaching, teaching Sunday 


School classes, and serving on most committees 
in the church. He always came to church in a 
suit and tie, a throwback of earlier eras in local 
churches like a true historian would! He also 


was an active participant in the Normandy 
United Methodist Church Men’s breakfasts, the 
Normandy United Methodist Men, Thursday 
luncheons at Normandy, and the Dayton 
Philharmonic Orchestra yearly seasons. In 
addition, he took courses at the University of 
Dayton for Senior Citizens, enjoyed them, and 


even taught a course on EUB Church History in 
the Dayton area. 

Donations may be made in Robert Frey’s 
memory to the United Theological Seminary, 
earmarking such contributions for the Center for 
EUB Heritage. 


Rev. Harold M. Stockman is the treasurer of the 
Center for Evangelical United Brethren 
Heritage. 
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